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कृिष तालाबɉ मɅ वषार्जल संग्रहण
जनु 2015 के दौरान प्राÜतर अÍछी  वषार् से कई िकसानɉ ने 
अपनी बोवाई का कायर् परूा कर िलया है। मानसनू के Ǿकावट की 
पिरिèथितयɉ मɅ, यिद कृिष तालाबɉ मɅ अब तक प्राÜतट साधारण एवं 
अितिरक्तई वषार् से  सगं्रिहत िकया गया जल उपलÞधप हो, तो खेतɉ 
को एक या दो अितिरक्तव िसचंाई दी जा सकती है। अब पिरवितर्त 
जलवाय ुपिरपे्रêयर मɅ वषार् की åयाापक िविवधता को देखत ेहुए हर 
खेत मɅ एक तालाब की आवæयककता है। समान सीज़न(ऋत)ु मɅ कई 
क्षते्र सखूा एवं बाढ़ की पिरिèथितयɉ का अनभुव कर रहे हɇ एवं इसका 
समाधान है अितिरक्तत वषार्जल का सगं्रहण तथा जल अभाव के 
दौरान इसका पनु:उपयोग। कृिष तालाब सखूा प्रशमन के साथ-साथ 
बाढ़ िनयंत्रक के Ǿप मɅ भी कायर् करता है। करीब 750 िम.मी. की 
वषार् प्राÜतय मÚयकम वषार् वाले क्षते्रो मɅ 1000 घन मीटर के  तालाब 
की आवæयढकता है, जो िरसाव एवं वाçपीक़रण की हािनयɉ के बाद, 
2.0 हेक्टेतयर क्षते्र की, 25 िम.मी. की गहराई तक एक बार िसचंाई 
कर सकता है। सगं्रिहत जल की क्षमता मɅ सधुार के िलए तालाब की 
लाइिनगं, जल को ऊपर खीचने एवं दाबानुकूिलत िसचंाई प्रणािलयɉ 
का प्रयोग कर प्रौɮयोिगकी का िवकास िकया गया। कृिष तालाब को, 
पहले से चलाए जा रहे कायर्क्रमɉ मɅ समािभǾिपत कर, प्रधान मतं्री 
कृिष िसचंाई योजना मɅ शािमल िकया गया है जो वषार् आधािरत क्षते्रɉ 
को वषार् की िविवधता से अिधक सम×ुथाानशील बनाएगा।
Rainwater in Farm Ponds
Many farmers completed their sowings with good rains received 
during June 2015. In the event of monsoon breaks, supplemental 
irrigation is possible if farm pond harvested water is available 
with normal and excess rainfall received so far. One pond per 
farm is an emerging requirement now in the changing climatic 
scenario as rainfall is showing wide variability. Many regions 
are experiencing drought and fl ood in the same season and the 
answer lies in harvesting the surplus and using during stress 
period. Farm ponds act as both drought mitigators as well as 
fl ood moderators. A pond of 1000 m3 is desirable in medium 
rainfall areas receiving around 750 mm rainfall and can irrigate 
once 2.0 ha area to a depth 25 mm after accounting the losses 
of seepage and evaporation. The technology has been perfected 
involving the lining of the pond, lifting of water and employing 
of pressurised irrigation system for improving the effi ciency of 
harvested water.  Farm pond  is included in Pradhan Mantri Krishi 
Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) by converging on-going programmes 
which will make agriculture in rainfed areas more resilient to 
rainfall variability. 
From the Director’s Desk…..
Research Highlights ......................................................... 2
Scientifi c Activities ........................................................... 3
NICRA  ............................................................................... 9
News from AICRPs ..........................................................11
Participation in Meetings/Seminars/Symposia ............ 12
Important Visitors  .......................................................... 12
Visits Abroad  .................................................................. 13
Human Resource Development .................................... 13
Extension Activities ....................................................... 14
Forthcoming Events  ...................................................... 14
Awards and Recognition ............................................... 15
Personnel Information ................................................... 15
Cultural and Welfare Activities  ..................................... 16
NEWSLETTER
ICAR-Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture
ISO 9001:2008
CRIDA - Newsletter
2
Research Highlights
Chlorophyll Fluorescence as an Indicator for Drought 
Tolerance
Drought is a major abiotic stress that affects plant growth and 
 development and is a major cause for decrease in productivity 
and production of food grains. Physiological traits associated 
with drought tolerance are suitable indicators for selection of 
drought tolerance genotypes to evolve drought tolerant varieties. 
Chlorophyll fl uorescence measurement has been proven as an 
effi cient and reproducible tool for evaluating plant susceptibility to 
drought. Light energy absorbed by light-harvesting complex (LHC) 
is transferred to the reaction centres by various photochemical 
processes, about 3-9 per cent of the light energy absorbed by 
chlorophyll pigments is re-emitted as fl uorescence. By measuring 
the intensity and nature of this fl uorescence, plant response to 
abiotic stress can be investigated. In CRIDA drought  tolerance 
was studied in maize using this technique. It was seen that levels 
of fl uorescence in Photosystem II (PSII) photochemistry under 
reduced plastoquinone (QA) and maximum quantum effi ciency of 
PSII photochemistry was signifi cantly higher in control as compared 
to stressed plants in maize variety Varun during Anthesis Silking 
Interval (ASI). This indicates that there were more closed centres 
of PSII in the stressed plants. Quantum yield of PSII expressed 
as number of fl uorescent events for each photon absorbed and 
proportion of open PSII under oxidized QA was signifi cantly higher 
in control as compared to stressed plants. Chlorophyll fl uorescence 
induction kinetics indicated that effective antenna size and the 
activity of the donor side of PSII was affected by stress. 
Fluorescence induction kinetics of stressed and control maize plants
Monsoon Forecast for 2015 Kharif  
El Nino conditions in the Equatorial Pacifi c region during 2015 
summer months (March to May) created some ambiguity about 
southwest monsoon rainfall over India.  Earth System Science 
Organization (ESSO) - India Meteorological Department (IMD) 
issues the operational long range forecasts for the southwest 
monsoon season (June-September) rainfall over the country as a 
whole in two stages, in April and in June. In June, in addition to the 
update for the forecast for the season rainfall over the country as a 
whole issued in April, forecasts for the monthly rainfall for July and 
August over the country as a whole, and forecast for the season 
rainfall for the 4 broad geographical regions of India (NW India, NE 
India, Central India and South Peninsula) are issued. The updated 
forecast for the southwest monsoon season (June-September) 
rainfall over the country as a whole is issued using a 6-parameter 
ensemble forecasting system using 6 predictors over the globe. 
The fi rst stage forecast, released on 22 April 2015, suggested 
that the monsoon seasonal rainfall is likely to be 93% of the Long 
Period Average (LPA) with a model error of ± 5%. The LPA of the 
season rainfall over the country as a whole for the period 1951-
2000 was 89 cm. In this forecast, chance of getting defi cient 
monsoon was 33%, probability of normal monsoon was 28% and 
the probability of above normal monsoon was negligible.  
The second stage forecast, released on 2nd June, 2015, indicated 
that the season rainfall for the country as a whole is likely to be 
88% of the long period average (LPA) with a model error of ±4%. 
The season rainfall is likely to be 85% of LPA over North-West 
India, 90% of LPA over Central India, 92% of LPA over South 
Peninsula, and 90% of LPA over North-East India all with a model 
error of ± 8%.  The rainfall over the country as a whole is likely 
to be 92% of its LPA during July and 90% of LPA during August, 
both with model error of ± 9%.
Energy Use Effi ciency of Conservation Agricultural 
Practices in Pigeonpea - Castor Systems
Energy use with different tillage operations and crop residue levels 
in pigeonpea and castor rotation were compared. In general, 
Grain Net Energy gain (NEg), Total Net Energy gain (NEt), Grain 
Energy Productivity (EPg) and Total Energy Productivity (EPt) were 
higher in castor. In both the crops NEg and NEt was signifi cantly 
infl uenced by tillage treatments. Conventional tillage (CT) had 
higher NEg and NEt and was signifi cantly superior to zero tillage 
(ZT) in both the crops and reduced tillage (RT) in pigeonpea, but in 
castor, CT and RT were on par. Different anchored residue heights 
signifi cantly infl uenced NEg and NEt in both the crops. Higher 
NEg and NEt was observed in 30 and 10 cm anchored residue 
and these were signifi cantly higher than 0 cm in both the crops. In 
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First Meeting of Standing Technical Committee (STC) 
of National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA)
The First meeting of standing technical committee (STC) of NMSA, 
DAC, MoA, GoI, was held at Krishi Bhavan, New Delhi on 9th 
January, 2015. 
NMSA-STC Meeting at Krishi Bhavan
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Chairman, STC & 
Director, ICAR-CRIDA; members of STC namely 
Dr. J.P. Mishra, Adviser, Planning Commission; Dr. M.M. Roy 
Director, ICAR-CAZRI, Jodhpur; Dr. S.K. Dhyani, Director, ICAR-
CAFRI, Jhansi; Dr. A.K. Patra, Director, ICAR-ISSS, Bhopal; 
Representatives of  ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack and ICAR-IARI, New 
Delhi; Dr. V.P. Sharma, Director, MANAGE; Dr. S.K. Patil, VC, Indira 
Gandhi Agricultural University, Dr. Tej Pratap, VC, Sher-e-Kashmir 
University of Agricultural Sciences and Technology, Dr. Premjit Singh, 
VC (Actg.), Central Agricultural University attended the meeting. 
Special invitees for the meeting included Dr. B. Meenakumari, DDG 
(Fisheries), ICAR; offi cials from DAC and Drs. S. Desai, K.V. Rao, and 
G. Ravindra Chary from ICAR-CRIDA also participated. Mr. B. Rath, 
Additional Commissioner (RFS), DAC, explained about NMSA and 
its operational guidelines which was followed by a presentation 
by the Chairman on role of STC. The principal outcomes of the 
meeting were: constituting a NMSA Cell at national level in DAC for 
harmonizing all four components of NMSA, effective convergence, 
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of NMSA; identifying 
and bench mark survey of  pilot blocks; identifying and upscaling of 
doable rainfed technologies.
NMSA-STC Meeting at Krishi Bhavan
First Meeting of XIII-IJSC
The fi rst meeting of XIII-IJSC was held on 24-01-2015 at 3:30 
PM in the Directors Committee Room under the Chairmanship of 
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA and Chairman of IJSC. At 
the outset the Chairman of IJSC congratulated the newly elected 
members (Staff Side: Shri B. Krishna, T.A  (Secretary-Staff Side), 
Shri K. Ganesh, S.T.A (Member), Shri V. Venunath, LDC (Member 
CJSC), Shri M. Yadaiah (Member), Shri J. Mallesh (Member), 
Shri A. Mallesh Yadav (Member), Offi cial Side: Dr. V.U.M. Rao 
(Member),  Dr. C. R. Thyagaraj (Member), Dr. G. Ravindra Chary 
(Member), CAO (Member), SFAO (Member), Dr. N. Ravi Kumar 
(Secretary-Offi cial Side)  of XIII-IJSC and welcomed to the 1st 
meeting of XIII-IJSC. Thereafter, the agenda for staff welfare was 
discussed. 
XIII IJSC meeting at CRIDA
pigeonpea there was no signifi cant interaction between tillage and 
residue height, whereas in castor signifi cant interaction between 
tillage and residue height was observed. ZT with 10 cm anchored 
residue recorded highest NEg followed by ZT with 30 cm residue 
height. In pigeonpea, RT (0.174 kg MJ−1) and ZT (0.167 kg MJ−1) 
had higher EPg than CT (0.148 kg MJ−1), but EPt was higher in 
ZT (0.621 kg MJ−1) followed by RT (0.581 kg MJ−1) and CT (0.496 
kg MJ−1). In castor, ZT had higher EPg and EPt over RT and CT. 
In both the crops EPg and EPt was signifi cantly infl uenced by 
anchored residue heights. 10 and 30 cm anchored residues had 
higher EPg and EPt over 0 cm in both the crops.
Source-wise energy consumption (GJ ha-1) in different tillage 
treatments in pigeonpea-castor cropping system. CT – 
Conventional Tillage; RT – Reduced Tillage and ZT – Zero Tillage
Scientifi c Activities
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IRC Meeting(s)
MID-IRC meeting was held on 29th January, 2015. Ongoing projects 
under all the divisions were discussed in detail and suggestions 
were made. Five new projects related to fodder systems were 
approved, 11 projects concluded and 12 projects were extended 
in the MID-IRC.
IRC Meeting(s) at CRIDA
The IRC 2014-15 Meeting was held on 1st and 2nd May, 2015. 
Nearly 38 number of internal projects were reviewed critically.
ICAR-CRIDA Transfers Non-Exclusive Licenses for 
Farm Implement Designs 
March 6th, 2015 was an eventful day for ICAR-CRIDA on which the 
institute successfully commercialized farm machinery technology 
to 5 major fi rms from Maharashtra viz., M/s. Rohit Steeel Works, 
Pune; M/s.  S.R. Engineering Services, Wardha; M/s. Sai Agrotech, 
Yavatmal; M/s. Mahashakti Agro Energy Innovation Ltd., Wardha 
and M/s. Shri Balaji & Co., Gondia. The institute show-cased 
designs of 15 farm implements viz., CRIDA ridger planter/BBF 
planter (tractor drawn), CRIDA precision planter cum herbicide 
applicator, CRIDA 9- row planter, CRIDA 6- row planter, CRIDA 3/4 
row planter (bullock drawn), CRIDA 2 row planter (Bullock drawn), 
CRIDA plough planter & drill plough, CRIDA Manual weeder, CRIDA 
bullock drawn weeder, CRIDA orchard sprayer, CRIDA castor 
sheller, CRIDA groundnut stripper, CRIDA mini dhal mill, CRIDA 
herbal dryer and CRIDA vegetable preservator to the fi rms for non-
exclusive licensing, out of which 6 designs to M/s. Rohit Industries; 
9 designs to M/s. Balaji & Co.; 15 designs to M/s. Sai Agrotech; 
13 designs to M/s. Mahashakti Agro Energy and 12 designs to 
M/s. S.R. Engineering were transferred through memoranda of 
agreement. The agreement included onetime contracting fee 
and periodic royalty payment on sale proceeds. Speaking on this 
occasion, Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-CRIDA urged the 
fi rms to adhere to the quality of the implements so that the farmers 
can reap the benefi ts of the research outputs of the institute. 
Transfer of memoranda of agreements
Infrastructure Development in Animal Science 
Laboratory
In vitro digestion incubator and in vitro RF gas modules were 
purchased from NICRA funds in March, 2015.  These facilities 
strengthen animal nutrition research work being carried out under 
NICRA. 
Research Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting at 
CAZRI (Joint RAC of CRIDA - CAZRI)
CRIDA attended the IX RAC meeting of CAZRI held on March 
17-18, 2015 under the Chairmanship of   Dr. M C Saxena and 
members present were Dr. Y.S. Ramakrishna, Former Director, 
CRIDA, Dr. K.D. Singh, FAO Forestry Expert, Dr. R.P. Singh, 
Former Prof. & Head, Division of Agriculture Economics, IARI, 
New Delhi, Dr. C.L. Acharya, Former Director, IISS, Bhopal, 
Dr. Shatrughan Pandey,  Former Principal Scientist, IISR, 
Lucknow, Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao Director, CRIDA, Dr. B. Mohan 
Kumar, Asst. Director General (Agro-forestry), ICAR, Dr. R.K. 
Bhatt, Director (Acting), CAZRI, Jodhpur and Member Secretaries 
Dr. G. Rajeswara Rao, Principal  Scientist (Agro Forestry), 
CRIDA and  Dr. P C Moharana, Principal Scientist, CAZRI. Some 
of  the  action  points that emerged during the meeting related to 
CRIDA were CRIDA & CAZRI institutes would start the combined 
long term project on Clusterbean with funds available at their 
command, Quantifi cation and  characterization of stress on 
plants and animals and also photovoltaic agriculture and to grow 
crops under the shade of Photovoltaic structures.
CRIDA participated in joint RAC meeting of  ICAR-CAZRI
Guest Lecture on Role of CGIAR in Indian National 
Agricultural Research System
ICAR-Central Research Institute of Dryland Agriculture, Hyderabad 
and National Academy of Agricultural Sciences-Hyderabad chapter 
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jointly organized a guest lecture on “Role of CGIAR in Indian 
National Agricultural Research System” by Dr. David Bergvinson, 
Director General, International Crops Research Institute for the 
Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Hyderabad at ICAR-CRIDA on 13th 
March, 2015.
Dr David Bergvinson in his lecture highlighted that the CGIAR 
system is committed to reduce poverty and hunger, improve human 
health and nutrition, and enhance ecosystem resilience through 
high end science research. He felt that there is a need for stronger 
coordination and complementarity between ICAR and CGIAR 
institutions. He suggested action plan for strategic partnerships 
that accelerate the development and delivery of farmer-preferred 
technologies in dryland areas. 
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA, welcomed the 
delegates and appraised that the main purpose of the guest 
lecture was to further strengthen the linkage between ICAR 
institutes/SAUs with ICRISAT. Dr. Peter Carberry, DDG 
and Dr Anthony Whitbread, Director, Resilient Dryland 
Systems, ICRISAT, Dr. A. Padmaraju, VC, ANGRAU,
Dr. D. Rama Rao, Director, ICAR-NAARM, Directors of ICAR 
Institutes of Hyderabad, Fellows of NAAS from Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh, and scientists from CRIDA, NRSA and 
representatives from NGOs participated in the event. 
Guest lecture by DG, ICRISAT
Second STC of NMSA held at ICAR-CRIDA
The second meeting of Standing Technical Committee of 
National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA), DAC, 
MoA, GoI was held at ICAR-CRIDA on 23rd March, 2015. 
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Chairman, STC, NMSA & Director, 
ICAR-CRIDA briefed that the agenda of the  meeting was 
to review the action taken on the recommendations of 
the first meeting and to discuss and finalize two projects 
proposed for sanction under NMSA. Dr. J.P. Mishra, Member 
(Agril.), NITI Ayog, Member, STC and special invitees
Dr. A. Padmaraju, VC, ANGRAU, Dr. K. Ramaswamy, VC, 
TNAU, Dr. C. Vasudevappa, VC, UA&HS,  Sri B. Rath, Addl. 
Commissioner (RFS), DAC, Dr. Bhatt, Director (Actg.), CAZRI 
and representatives from ICAR-CRRI, Cuttack; MANAGE, 
Hyderabad; Project Coordinators, Heads of Divisions and 
scientists from ICAR-CRIDA participated. Sri B. Rath while 
briefing about the action taken on the recommendations of 
the first meeting of STC, NMSA informed that the NMSA 
cell at DAC was strengthened with 4 new experts and also 
informed that in various states, the agricultural production 
commissioner (Nodal Officer) will be the chairman, and 
director of agriculture will be the convener at state level.
Dr. J.P. Mishra emphasized the need for umbrella programme 
under NMSA for mainstreaming of district contingency plans.
NMSA second standing technical committee meeting
Dr Padmaraju emphasized on Panchayat level offi cers for 
implementation of programmes at ground level and greater 
focus on IFS supported with other technologies particularly 
water conservation technologies in rainfed systems. 
Dr Ramaswamy highlighted the importance of doable 
technologies to include in  state action plans of NMSA.
Dr Vasudevappa emphasized on utilizing the institutions like Rythu 
Samparka Kendra for upscaling technologies and validation of ITKs 
in dryland agriculture. Dr Bhatt suggested capacity building for 
preparedness of stakeholders to cope with weather aberrations. Two 
project proposals submitted for funding under NMSA were discussed. 
Meeting of Hindi Parliamentary Committee
The 2nd Sub-Committee of Parliament on offi cial language 
inspected the offi cial language implementation work of CRIDA, 
Hyderabad under the chairmanship of Dr. Prasanna Jumar Patsani, 
M.P.(Loksabha), Dr. Mahendra Nath Pandey, M.P.(Loksabha) and 
Shri. Surajbhan,Secretary, Ms. Abhilasha Mishra, Hindi Offi cer, 
Shri. Rajesh Jha-Committee Asst. from Secretariat of PCOL, Delhi. 
And Dr. B.Mohan Kumar, ADG (Ag. AAF), Smt. Seema Chopra, Dy. 
Director (OL) from ICAR H.qrs, New Delhi and Dr. Ch. Srinivasa 
Rao, Director, Dr. M.S. Prasad, OIC (Hindi), Shri. Ashish Rai, CAO, 
Dr. S.R. Yadav, AD(OL) from CRIDA, Hyderabad were attended for 
the meeting on 08/04/2015 at Hotel Park Hyatt, Hyderabad. The 
committee reviewed implementation of Rajabhasha activities.
Review by Parliamentary Committee on offi cial language
RFD Meetings
The RFD committee of the institute met on 2nd February, 2nd March, 
1st April, 17th April and 1st June, 2015 for fi nalizing  targets to be 
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submitted against each success indicator for the months of January, 
February, March, April and May respectively. On 10th March, 2015 
the achievements against each of the success indicators for the year 
2015-16 were fi nalized by the RFD committee of the institute.  On 
17th April, 2015, Dr. M Osman, nodal offi cer and Dr. S S Balloli, 
co-nodal offi cer of the institute presented achievements for the year 
2014-15 and targets set for the year 2015-16 to the entire staff of the 
institute and the same were communicated to the nodal offi cer of the 
Natural Resource Management Division of ICAR.
ICAR-CRIDA Foundation Day
As 12th April, 2015 was a Sunday, ICAR-CRIDA celebrated its 
Foundation Day on 13th April, 2015. Dr. K.P.R. Vittal, former Director, 
National Institute of Abiotic Stress Management, Baramati was the 
chief guest on this occasion. 
CRIDA Foundation Day Celebration
Apart from all the 
employees of ICAR-
CRIDA, former 
project coordinators, 
s c i e n t i s t s , 
technical offi cers, 
administrative staff 
also participated 
in the function. On this occasion, 13 farmer innovators hailing from 
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra and Telangana states 
were honoured for their signifi cant innovative contributions in crop 
production, horticulture, livelihoods security and fi sheries systems. 
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-CRIDA  made  a brief 
presentation on how the institute has progressed over last 30 years 
and on the current responsibilities the institute is shouldering. He 
commended the signifi cant contributions of all former staff for the 
growth of institute and requested the present employees to maintain 
that tradition. Dr. K.P.R. Vittal shared his experiences as not only 
scientist but also as research manager. He emphasized that discipline 
and dedication are very important for all the employees. The meeting 
ended with vote of thanks by Dr. K.A. Gopinath, Senior Scientist. 
Watershed Development Programme
A meeting was convened  on April 12, 2015 with  multi-disciplinary 
team for developing KVK Integrated Watershed Project to develop 
a good model watershed “Watersheds towards climate resilient 
rainfed systems” under CRIDA-NICRA. 
Director’s watershed visit
National Consultation on ‘Enhancing the Preparedness 
of Agricultural Contingencies in kharif 2015’ 
A national consultation meeting on “Enhancing the preparedness of 
agricultural contingencies in kharif 2015” was organized by Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Central Research 
Institute for Dryland Agriculture (CRIDA) on 24th April, 2015 at CRIDA 
campus, Hyderabad to enhance the preparedness of various states 
and to address agricultural contingencies during kharif 2015 and 
also to identify better 
management practices 
that proved effective 
in tiding over drought 
and other weather 
aberrations such as 
hailstorms and cyclones 
in different states during 
2014.
The meeting was 
inaugurated by 
Sri Siraj Hussain, 
Secretary, Department 
of Agriculture and 
Cooperation (DAC), 
Ministry of Agriculture 
(MoA), Govt. of India, 
and Dr. S. Ayyappan. 
Secretary (DARE) and 
DG, ICAR. The participants included Dr. A.K. Sikka, DDG (NRM), 
Sri Narendra Bhoosan, JS (Drought Management), DAC, ICAR, Dr 
B. Venkateswarlu, VC, VNMKV, Parbhani, Dr A. Padmaraju, VC, 
ANGRAU, Hyderabad and Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-
CRIDA, Sri K Madhusudan Rao, Pr. Secretary (Agriculture), Govt. 
of AP, Sri C. Partha Sarathi, Pr. Secretary (Agriculture), Govt. of 
Telangana, representatives of state agriculture departments from 
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Directors of Research 
from AP, Telangana, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra, ADG (Seeds) and ADG (AAF and Climate Change), 
Directors from  various ICAR Institutes, Project Directors of ZPDs 
representing KVKs, divisional heads from CRIDA and members 
of the agriculture contingency cell (ACC), CRIDA, attended the 
meeting.
Dr. S. Ayyappan highlighted the importance given to this meeting 
by Department of Agriculture and Cooperation (DAC), Ministry of 
Agriculture, in view of the south west monsoon forecast given by 
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IMD. He appreciated the efforts made by CRIDA for preparation of 
contingency plans for 580 districts and urged for implementation 
of these plans for different contingency scenarios by holding 
discussions with different state governments. He observed 
that wherever the recommended measures were followed for 
different contingencies, the losses were reduced. A technical 
bulletin on “District agriculture contingency plans to address 
weather aberrations and for sustainable food security in India” by 
Ch. Srinivasa Rao, et al., was released during this occasion.
Dr. A.K. Sikka stressed upon the need for a strategy to implement the 
available district contingency plans with appropriate investments. He 
observed that seed availability and timely delivery, availability and 
access to farm implements are crucial issues in drought scenarios 
and urged the states to prepare detailed plans. He also stressed 
upon the need for area based agro advisories and informed the 
efforts made by ICAR and IMD in issuing joint agromet advisories. 
Sri Narendra Bhoosan observed that implementation of contingency 
plans is a huge issue and suggested for prioritizing varieties crop 
wise for contingency scenario. He suggested for dissemination of 
weather forecast through SMS to farming community via mKisan 
platform. Dr Ch. Srinivasa Rao outlined a 5 point strategy for 
enhancing the preparedness for contingencies during kharif 
2015 including (a) updating current contingency plans (ICAR, 
CRIDA, DAC and State Agriculture Universities) (b) establishing 
a mechanism for contingency plans implementation at state level 
through a state nodal offi cer with suffi cient budget provision and 
incorporation of contingency plans in state kharif action plans (c) 
technological support and capacity building by state agricultural 
universities and ICAR (d) arrangement of  critical inputs (seed 
availability, contingency seeds, fertilizers etc. and timely delivery) 
and (e) preparation of action plans through interface meetings 
in different states with a priority for those states which might be 
impacted as per IMD’s forecast. 
State representatives presented the status of measures initiated 
by their governments to address the contingency scenarios.
Sri Siraj Hussain observed that there should be a match between 
the seed availability and cropped areas and urged for taking 
necessary steps to stock suffi cient seed quantity for each crop 
matching to the cropped area. The dignitaries visited the state of 
the art facilities established under NICRA such as phenomics and 
were explained about the research initiatives. 
Scientifi c Advisory Committee (SAC) Meeting of 
ICAR-CRIDA-KVK 
SAC meeting of KVK was held on 25th April, 2015 under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA. The 
progress of activities of KVK for the year 2014-15 was thoroughly 
reviewed and action plan for the year 2015-16 was discussed. 
Suggestions were made by the participants from ICAR institutes, 
ZPD, line departments and CRIDA scientists. During this program 
a new portal of CRIDA-KVK was launched by the Director, CRIDA.
Review of KVK activities during SAC meeting
Interface Meetings on Contingency Preparedness 
The purpose of these  interface meetings  on contingency 
preparedness was to apprise the seasonal monsoon forecast 
and to prepare the action plans based on district contingency 
plans available for meeting the agricultural contingencies in the 
eventuality of defi cient rainfall during kharif season based on IMD 
monsoon forecast for kharif, 2015. ICAR-CRIDA along with DAC 
organized contingency preparedness interface meetings with 
offi cials of agriculture departments of different states
S. No. State Place Organised on
1. CRIDA, Hyderabad (National level) 24th April, 2015
2 Telangana CRIDA, Hyderabad 11th May, 2015
3 Maharashtra Dept. of Agriculture, Pune. 13th May, 2015
4. Andhra Pradesh ANGRAU, Tirupathi. 18th May, 2015
5. Karnataka UAS, Bengaluru. 19th May, 2015
6. Haryana CSSRI, Karnal, 26th May, 2015
7. Gujarat AAU, Anand, 29th May, 2015
8. Uttar Pradesh Lucknow 29th May, 2015
9 Rajasthan   Dept. of Agriculture, Jaipur, 5th June, 2015
10. Chattisgarh Dept. of Agriculture, Raipur 19th June, 2015
11. Jharkhand Dept. of Agriculture, Ranchi 22nd June, 2015
12. Madhya Pradesh IISS, Bhopal 26th June, 2015
The interface meetings were attended by principal secretaries 
(agriculture), commissioners of agriculture and directors of 
agriculture, divisional and district heads of agriculture departments, 
directors of research/extension,  zonal project directors, 
programme coordinators of KVKs, representatives from seed 
sector, insurance company of the respective states  and CRIDA 
- Agricultural Contingency Cell (ACC) scientists.  Dr. Ch Srinivasa 
Rao, Director, CRIDA, Hyderabad presented the existing district 
contingency plans prepared by ICAR in association with SAUs, 
the role of contingency plans for coping with defi cient monsoon 
conditions, delay in onset of monsoon, mid-season and terminal 
droughts, impacts of 2014 contingency plan implementation, 2015 
monsoon forecast, enhancing preparedness for contingencies, 
role of various institutions, real time implementation strategies 
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to be taken up by the respective state governments to cope with 
monsoon defi ciency in kharif, 2015. 
Interface meeting at Telangana
Interface meeting at Uttar Pradesh (left) and Maharashtra (right)
Overall purpose of interface meetings was to sensitize the various 
stakeholders on the ensuing kharif season with regard to the forecast 
of seasonal monsoon, and b) to prepare the action plans based on 
available district contingency plans in the eventuality of defi cient 
rainfall during kharif 2015 season based on IMD monsoon forecast.
Interface meeting at Gujarat (top)  and Rajasthan (bottom)
Interface meeting at Haryana Interface meeting at Bhopal
Agricultural Research as a Career Option: Debate 
Competition held on National Science Day 
ICAR-CRIDA and NAAS-Hyderabad chapter jointly organized 
National Science Day on 28th Feb, 2015 at CRIDA for the students 
of Kendriya Vidyalaya and Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan schools of 
Secunderabad and Hyderabad. To mark the occasion a debate 
competition was held on the topic “Agricultural Research as a 
Career Option”. Twenty nine students from 15 schools spoke for and 
against the proposition. During the debate, some of the students 
expressed concerns on quality of food produce, food security issues, 
gender equality, farmers livelihood issues, changing climate and 
socio economic issues and  some of them on prospects in terms 
of pay package, human resource development benefi ts, meeting 
human needs through agriculture, etc. Lack of awareness on career 
opportunities both among teachers/parents is one of key factors for 
not choosing agricultural research as a career option. Four students,
Ms. Ananya Khan (XI class, Kendriya Vidyalaya 1 Dundigal), 
Master Sai Ram (IX class, Kendriya Vidyalaya 1 Uppal), 
Master Anurag Panda (IX class Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, NIRD 
campus) and  Ms Anjali Bhadani (XI class, KV, SVPNPA) bagged 
fi rst, second, third and consolation prizes respectively and prizes 
were given away by Dr S. M. Virmani, NAAS foreign activities 
in-charge who was the chief guest for the function.  Addressing 
the students, Dr. Virmani emphasized the role of science in 
management of ecological balance and for this scientifi c temper 
needs to be inculcated in the young minds through education. 
Dr Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA, said that agriculture as a 
discipline has huge opportunities and awareness of this has to be 
created through such science based programmes. 
National Science Day at CRIDA
Brainstorming Workshop on Use of Remote Sensing 
for Crop Damage Assessment
One-day brainstorming workshop on “Feasibility of remote 
sensing for crop damage assessment during extreme weather 
events” was organised at ICAR-Central Research Institute 
for Dryland Agriculture, Hyderabad on 22nd June, 2015. 
Dr. Ch Srinivasa Rao, Director, ICAR-CRIDA in his opening 
remarks emphasised that it is necessary and important to 
assess the spatial extent of damage caused by these events 
so as to initiate remedial measures-to minimize the loss and 
provide timely relief and compensation to the affected farmers. 
Dr. M. Prabhakar, Principal Scientist and convener of this workshop 
shared experiences of CRIDA in using high resolution satellite 
data for identifying hail damaged crops in Maharashtra along with 
few successful case studies from abroad. Delegates from NRSC, 
Hyderabad, Agriculture 
Insurance Co India (AIC), 
New Delhi, representatives 
of Line Departments from 
the State Governments, 
and scientists from CRIDA 
participated in the workshop.
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National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA)
Capacity Development for 100 NICRA-KVK Staff on 
Climate Resilient Agriculture at ICAR-CRIDA
ICAR-CRIDA organized an 8-day capacity development program 
for KVK staff in four batches during 19-31 January, 2015 in which 
205 participants including program coordinators, subject matter 
specialists and research fellows from 100 NICRA-KVKs in eight 
zonal project directorates (ZPDs) implementing Technology 
Demonstration Component (TDC) under the National Innovations 
in Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA) project participated.  
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA appreciated the efforts of 
KVK participants from 27 states for undertaking the organic resource 
inventory carried out in NICRA adopted villages which facilitated 
computation of village level carbon balance. He emphasized on 
scaling out successful interventions to tackle specifi c climatic stresses 
such as drought, fl ood, heat and cold and other climate extremes. 
He reiterated that the overall goal of technology demonstrations 
is to develop 130 model villages which are climate resilient. 
Dr. Y.G. Prasad, Coordinator, NICRA-TDC outlined the objectives 
of the capacity development programme designed as module-wise 
interactive sessions on technology demonstrations by involving 
resource faculty from CRIDA and local research institutes. 
Dr. K S. Varaprasad, Director, DOR and Dr. D. Ramarao, 
Director, NAARM, Dr. N. Sudhakar,  ZPD, Zone V 
Capacity development for NICRA KVKs staff
and Dr. Atar Singh, ZPD, Zone IV interacted with KVK 
staff from north, south, east and north-eastern states.
Dr. M. Maheswari, PI, NICRA, nodal offi cers at ZPDs, 
Dr. D. Keshava (Zone I) and Dr. Rajender Reddy (Zone V) 
interacted and guided the participants on various aspects of 
technology demonstrations. 
Workshop in progress
Multidisciplinary staff from 100 NICRA KVKs belonging to different 
regions was brought together in four batches to facilitate interaction 
and cross learning on successful interventions for climate resilience 
in agriculture. The capacity development program was undertaken 
based on the recommendation of zonal monitoring committees.
NICRA Technical Programme Workshop for New 
Partners under XII Plan 
The technical programme workshop under Strategic Research 
Component for new partner institutes of XII Plan was held 
at CRIDA, Hyderabad, during 24-25 March, 2015 under 
chairmanship of Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA. He 
welcomed the PIs and Co-PIs of 19 new partner institutes. He 
explained about the importance and scope of NICRA in the 
present context. 
Meeting in Progress
He further mentioned that National Initiative on Climate Resilient 
Agriculture in XI Plan is now renamed as National\Innovations 
on Climate Resilient Agriculture during XII Plan covering 
major sectors of agriculture including Crops/Horticulture/
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Natural Resource Management / Livestock / Fisheries etc. 
Dr. M. Maheswari, PI, NICRA explained the purpose of technical 
programme workshop and highlighted that it was aimed to 
come out with sound technical programme for 2015-16 & 2016-
17 years with more emphasis on methodology, deliverables, 
output etc. She presented the overview of NICRA project and 
outlined major themes and activities of NICRA in XI and XII 
Plan periods. The technical programme of each Institute was 
critically discussed. While appreciating the technical programme 
presented by the respective institutes, several suggestions, 
recommendations and action points were suggested to modify 
the technical programme.  
Tenth Meeting of NICRA Expert Committee 
Sponsored and Competitive Grants Projects
The 10th Meeting of the Expert Committee of NICRA for 
Sponsored/Competitive Grants was held at CRIDA, Hyderabad 
during 23-24 June, 2015. The purpose of meeting was to discuss 
the outputs of the concluded projects under Sponsored and 
Competitive Grant Components and to deliberate the theme 
areas to be advertised for inviting proposals for funding in 
2015-16. The meeting was chaired by Dr. SM Virmani, Chairman, 
Technical Expert Committee for Sponsored and Competitive 
Grants Component of NICRA. Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director, 
CRIDA welcomed the members of Expert Committee and 
explained the purpose of meeting. Dr. SM Virmani expressed 
that agriculture acts as both source and sink of green house 
gases and appropriate management practices are essential to 
maintain the balance so as to cope with climate change. Expert 
members of the committee Dr. A Padmaraju, Dr. KK Vass, 
Dr. CS Prasad, Dr. TK Adhya, Dr. P Anand Kumar and special invitee 
Dr. B Mohan Kumar, ADG (AAF &CC) contributed to the 
deliberations of the meeting regarding various concluded 
projects. Dr. M Maheswari, PI presented the overview of NICRA 
and highlighted the salient achievements of the project. During 
the meeting the members of Expert Committee made valuable 
remarks regarding the Sponsored and Competitive Grants 
Projects and made recommendations.
Meeting in progress
Orientation Workshop for 21 new NICRA KVKs
In addition to the 100 existing NICRA KVKs, technology 
demonstration component of NICRA will be implemented in 
21 new districts as approved in the XII Plan. An Orientation 
Workshop was organized on 30th April, 2015 at ICAR-CRIDA, 
Hyderabad to guide the new KVKs on the implementation of 
technology demonstrations for climate resilience in agriculture in 
identifi ed villages. The workshop was chaired by Dr.Ch. Srinivasa 
Rao, Director, CRIDA with participation by Zonal Project 
Directors of Zone III and Zone V and  PI, NICRA.  Dr.Y.G. Prasad,
PI, NICRA-TDC presented a step by step guidance from selection 
of villages, launching of the project, establishing a baseline 
through participatory rural appraisal and focus group discussions, 
formulation of village climate risk management committee, setting 
up of custom hiring center for farm implements and action plan 
preparation for 2015-16.  
Orientation workshop for 21 new NICRA KVKs at 
ICAR-CRIDA, Hyderabad
Review Cum Action Plan Preparation Workshops 
Zonal workshops at all the 8 Zonal Project Directorates were 
conducted during April - May, 2015 to review the progress in 2014-
15 and to discuss and fi nalize the action plan for 2015-16.  The 
meetings captured the salient achievements and success stories 
from technology demonstrations in 100 NICRA adopted villages.
Each NICRA KVK presented the action plan giving the details of 
climate resilient agricultural practices and their extent of coverage 
(area and number of farmers).  Drs. YG Prasad, JVNS Prasad and 
S Kundu participated in the Zonal Workshops.
Review cum action plan preparation workshop in progress 
at  ZPD, Zone II, Kolkata
Zonal Monitoring Committee Visits to NICRA KVKs
Zonal Monitoring Committees (ZMC) constituted separately 
for each zone to monitor and review the progress in technology 
demonstration component implemented by NICRA KVKs visited 21 
NICRA KVKs in Jan to June 2015 under Zone II (6 NICRA KVKs), 
IV (8 KVKs), VII (3 KVKs) and VIII (4 KVKs).
CRIDA - Newsletter
11
News from AICRPs
Stakeholder Consultation Workshop held at AICRPDA 
Centre, VNMKV, Parbhani, Maharashtra
A one day district level stakeholder consultation workshop on upscaling 
of doable rainfed technologies in the domain districts of AICRPDA centre, 
Vasantrao Naik Marathwada Krishi Vidyapeeth (VNMKV), Parbhani 
was held on 13th January, 2015. About 125 participants including 
scientists from VNMKV, AICRPDA & other AICRPs at Parbhani, and 
CRIDA, state line department offi cials and programme coordinators/
SMSs of KVKs and farmers from domain districts participated. Dr. B. 
Venkateswarlu, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, VNMKV in his chief guest 
Stakeholder Consultation workshop
Zone State KVKs visited Dates 
Zone II Jharkhand Chatra 12 March 2015
Palamu 13 March 2015
Gumla 14 March 2015
Bihar Jehanabad 20 May, 2015
Buxar 21 May, 2015
Saran 22 May, 2015
Zone IV Uttar Pradesh Hamipur 19 Feb, 2015
Jhansi 20 Feb, 2015
Sonbhadra 16 March, 2015
Gorakhpur 17 March, 2015
Kushinagar 17 March, 2015
Maharajganj 18 March, 2015
Uttarakhand Tehri Gharwal 23 March, 2015
Uttarkashi 24 March, 2015
Zone VII Madhya Pradesh Satna 19 Jan, 2015  
Chattarpur 20 Jan, 2015
Tikamgarh 21 Jan, 2015
Zone VIII Karnataka Davangere 20 Feb, 2015
Tumkur 21 Feb, 2015
Belgavi 22 Feb, 2015
Chickballapur 23 Feb, 2015
 ICAR-CRIDA scientists R Nagarjuna Kumar, S Kundu, AK Indoria, 
DBV Ramana, Arun Shankar, JVNS Prasad, KS Reddy and 
YG Prasad participated in the monitoring visits.
Zonal Monitoring Committee visit to NICRA KVKs
Monsoon Action Plan 2015 by NICRA KVKs
In view of the second stage forecast of the India Meteorological 
Department predicting below normal monsoon in kharif 2015, 
50 NICRA KVKs in drought-prone districts in 17 states prepared village 
level contingency plans for real 
time implementation depending 
upon the likely scenario of delay 
in onset of monsoon and defi cit 
rainfall conditions experienced in 
the village. Contingency measures 
planned include demonstration of 
short duration and drought tolerant 
crop varieties, alternate crops in 
case of delay beyond cutoff sowing 
dates of normal crops, drought 
proofi ng measures related to crop, 
soil moisture, nutrient and water 
management in addition to fodder 
management demonstrations. NICRA KVKs have been advised 
to prioritize technology interventions to focus on building climate 
resilience to farming and strengthening coping ability of farmers to face 
the ensuing aberrant monsoon situations.
address emphasized on the importance of addressing the emerging 
issues in rainfed agriculture in Maharashtra, need for upscaling doable 
rainfed technologies in convergence with the ongoing national and 
state programs such as Dryland Farming Mission of Maharashtra and 
also to give feedback on the researchable issues for prioritizing dryland 
research at AICRPDA centre, Parbhani. Dr. G Ravindra Chary, Project 
Coordinator (AICRPDA), briefed about the purpose of the workshop 
and suggested the scientists, line department offi cials and farmers to 
give feedback on the performance, impacts, constraints and scope for 
upscaling the technologies developed at AICRPDA centre, Parbhani.
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Participation in Meetings/Seminars/Symposia
Name of the Scientist Workshop/Meeting/Seminar/Symposia Duration Venue
M. Prabhakar National seminar on technologies for enhancing oilseeds production 18-19 January, 2015 NMOP, DOR
National workshop on popularization and commercialization of low cost agricultural 
technologies 
4-5 February, 2015 NIPHM, DOR Hyderabad
P Vijaya Kumar Drought declaration meeting of Andhra Pradesh 06 January, 2015 A.P. Secretariat, 
Hyderabad
Vaarta – Agriculture Interaction Meeting 18-19 March, 2015 Gopalpur, Odisha
P. Vijay Kumar, 
G. Ravindra Chary
National Seminar on Climate Change and Smart Agriculture Technologies 13-14 June, 2015 RVSKVV, Gwalior
KA Gopinath, K Salini The second International Conference on Bio-resource and Stress Management 07-10 January, 2015 Hyderabad
JVNS Prasad Workshop on preparation of India’s Intended Nationally Determined Contributions 23 January, 2015 MOEF, Delhi
DBV Ramana National Conference on Livestock Production Practices for Small Farmers 28-30 January, 2015 CAU, Aizwal
G Ravindra Chary National Seminar on sustainable management of land resources for livelihood 
security
28-30 January, 2015 ICAR-NBSSLUP, Nagpur
KS Reddy Int. Workshop on Water Security and Groundwater Management for Agriculture in 
the Age of Climate Change
03-04 February, 2015 India Habitat Centre,                 
New Delhi
KV Rao India Water Week 13-17 February, 2015 Pragati Maidan, New 
Delhi
JVNS Prasad National workshop on linkages between National and State Action Plans on Cli-
mate Change  
17-18 February, 2015 Ministry of Environment 
and Forests, New Delhi
B Sanjeeva Reddy 49th Annual Convention of Indian Society of Agricultural Engineers 23-25 February, 2015 PAU, Ludhiana
BMK Raju 17th Annual Conference of Society of Statistics, Computer and Applications 23-25 February, 2015 BIMT, Bhubaneswar
NN Reddy National Seminar on Horticulture vis-a vis Changing Environment 26-28 February, 2015 Medziphema, Nagaland
I Srinivas
S Desai, C Thyagaraj
National Conference on Emerging Trends in Agri. Nano Technology 11-12 March, 2015 ANGRAU, Tirupati
K. Sammi Reddy Silver Jublee Celebrations of NAAS 03-04 June, 2015 New Delhi
Important Visitors
Visit of Cornell University Team
A team of 30 students on study tour from College of   Agriculture, 
Cornell University pursuing their Bachelors in International 
Agriculture and Rural Development course visited ICAR-CRIDA on 
5th January, 2015. Faculty members Dr. Peter Hobbs and Dr. Peter 
Davies accompanied them. The team also consisted of students 
and faculty from Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Assam 
Agricultural University and Banaras Hindu University.
Visitors Interacting with CRIDA Scientists
Delegation from Bureau of Agriculture, Ethiopia
A 19-member delegation from Bureau of Agriculture, Ethiopia along 
with two faculty members of BASIX academy for livelihood and 
micro-enterprises promotion, Hyderabad visited KVK, CRIDA and 
Hayathnagar Research Farm on 20th February, 2015 as part of their 
six-day study program. 
Ethiopian delegatation fi eld  visit
Delegates from MANAGE
Delegates from MANAGE visited CRIDA on 12th March, 2015. They 
were apprised of NICRA programmes at CRIDA by Dr. Maheswari 
NICRA PI, Dr. YG Prasad TDC- PI and Dr. Md. Osman.
Delegates from MANAGE interacting with Director
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Visits Abroad
Human Resource Development
Capacity Building Programme on “Strengthening the 
Capabilities in Agromet Data Analysis and Modeling” 
The programme was organized during 3-12 February, 2015 at 
CRIDA, Hyderabad. About 40 scientifi c staff of AICRPAM centres 
spread across the country took part in the programme. The 
program focused on recent advances in assessing climate change 
impacts using crop growth models, and techniques in agro-climatic 
analysisfor quantifi cation of crop-weather relations
Training on Good Horticultural Practices in Vegetable 
Cultivation
One-day on-campus training on ‘good horticultural practices 
in vegetable cultivation’ was organized by KVK-CRIDA at 
Haythnagar Research Farm on 28th Jan, 2015. About 30 farmers 
from Thondapalli village, Parigi Mandal, Ranga Reddy District 
participated in the program. 
Director’s speech on water saving methods
Visit of ARS Probationers
On 27th March, 2015, 60 ARS probationers visited CRIDA. 
Dr. Ch Srinivasa Rao, Director, CRIDA made presentation on 
rainfed research, technology and  upscaling.
 Director interacting with ARS probationers
 
Dr. V.N. Sharda, Hon’ble Member, Agricultural Scientists 
Recruitment Board (ASRB), visited ICAR-CRIDA on 30th March, 
2015. 
 Dr Sharda interacting with CRIDA Scientists
Dr. Sushil Kumar Yadav, Principal Scientist 
(Biochemistry), Division of Crop Sciences, 
visited University of Georgia for a period 
of 12 weeks from 16th February to 9th May, 
2015 under  Norman Borlaug International 
Agricultural Science and Technology 
Fellowship Program 2014 by  USDA.  
Dr. Y.G. Prasad, Principal Scientist 
(Entomology), Division of Crop Science, 
visited Montpelliar, France to participate 
in “Global Science Conference on Climate 
Smart Agriculture- 2015” during 16-18 
March, 2015.
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa Rao, Director CRIDA 
visited Bonn, Germany from 1-11 
June, 2015, as a member of the Indian 
delegation of 42nd session of SBSTA 
& 9th part of second session of adhoc 
working group on Durham platform for 
enhanced action under UNFCC. 
PC, AICRPAM interacting with trainees
CRIDA - Newsletter
14
Extension Activities
  Sensitization program on ‘Annapurna Krishi Portal’ of 
Agricultural University at Gaddamalliahguda village on 6 
March, 2015. About 30 farmers participated and they were 
explained about toll free calls from mobile phones for free agro 
advisory services.
 Exposure visit to Livestock Research Station, 
Sh. P.V. Narasimha Rao Telangana State Veterinary 
University, Mahabubnagar, Telangana for awareness on 
Deccani breeding rams and their management for 20 farmers 
from Gaddmallaiahguda village, Yacharam mandal on 29th 
April, 2015.
  Exposure visit to 35 women farmers from Gaddmallaiahguda 
village, Yacharam mandal to visit millet festival at PJTSAU, 
Hyderabad during 27th February - 1st March, 2015. 
Forthcoming Events
Farmers were educated on the new technologies like quality 
vegetable seedling production using pro-trays under shade-net, 
improved vegetables cultivation through plastic mulching, trellising 
technique for tomato and gourds, drip and fertigation techniques 
for higher productivity, use of bio-fertilizers and bio-pesticides for 
production of vegetables, integrated pest and integrated nutrient 
management techniques in vegetable cultivation, and available 
tools and techniques for farm mechanization in vegetable 
cultivation. 
Training on Vermicomposting 
A two day vocational training on vermicomposting was organized 
by KVK- Ranga Reddy district, CRIDA on 12th and 13th March, 
2015 for 15 farmers and farm women from KVK adopted village, 
Gaddamalliahguda, Yacharam Mandal, RR District. On the 
fi rst day the farmers were made aware of the importance of 
vermicompost, its advantages as organic manure, the behavior 
of earthworms, preparation methods and care and maintenance 
of vermicomposting beds. They were provided hands-on training 
on the steps involved in preparation of beds - fi lling of the bed 
with cow dung and agricultural wastes such as paddy straw, dried 
maize, jowar stalks, watering and release of earthworms. 
Preparation of vermicompost
ICAR Short Course Inaugurated at CRIDA
A short course on “Enabling processes for livelihood enhancement 
in rainfed agriculture” sponsored by ICAR, New Delhi was 
inaugurated  at Central Research Institute for Dryland Agriculture 
(CRIDA), during June 24 - July 3, 2015. Ninteen participants from 
ICAR institutes, State Agriculture Universities, KVKs under different 
ZPDs representing eight states of the country and  nine disciplines 
attended the short course. Dr.K.Nagasree, Senior Scientist (Agril.
Extension), Course Director, welcomed the participants and 
briefed the objectives of this training course. Dr. Ch Srinivasa Rao, 
Director, CRIDA welcomed the participants and gave introductory 
remarks.  He emphasized the need for enabling the rural poor 
for livelihood improvements through integrated management of 
natural resources and social interventions.
Dr. S.M.Virmani, Formerly with ICRISAT, Chairman NICRA expert 
committee was the chief guest, inaugurated this short course 
and addressed the trainees to get familiarize with the doable 
technologies and interventions developed and refi ned by the 
CRIDA scientists especially for the   better livelihood security 
of rainfed farmers. Dr. B. Mohan Kumar (ADG, Agronomy and 
Agro forestry) graced the occasion and expressed the need for 
enhancing the capacities of various stakeholders for improvement 
of rural livelihoods.  A   compendium entitled “Enabling processes 
for livelihood enhancement in rainfed agriculture” was released on 
this occasion. The inaugural session ended with a formal vote of 
thanks by Dr. K. Ravi Shankar, Senior Scientist (Agril.Extension).  
Inaugural session of Short Course Release of “Compendium of Lectures” 
S. No Title of the event Duration
1. Capacity building programme on “Analysis of data collected in the AICRPAM, crop weather relations, crop simulation 
modeling and documentation of results etc.”
28 July– 06 August, 2015
2. NICRA-Annual workshop at CMFRI, Cochin 13-14 August, 2015
3. Third Annual Review Workshop of AICRPDA-NICRA at AICRPDA Centre, Anantapur 3rd week of August
4. SERB sponsored training program on Agrometeorological Techniques for risk assessment and management of 
extreme events 
01 –21  September, 2015
For details please visit: www.crida.in
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Awards and Recognition
Dr. Ch. Srinivasa  Rao, Director, CRIDA was awarded the National 
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS) Recognition Award 
for 2013-14 at the inaugural 
session of 12th Agricultural 
Science Congress held 
at NDRI, Karnal, Haryana 
for his signifi cant research 
contributions in the fi eld of 
soil, water and environmental 
sciences.
Dr. K.A. Gopinath, Senior Scientist (Agronomy), PC Unit, AICRPDA, 
received the ‘The Best Editor Award’ for outstanding contribution 
in bringing out “International 
Journal of Bio-resource 
and Stress Management” 
for the year 2013. The 
award was presented on 
7th  January, 2015 during the 
2nd International Conference 
on Bio-resource and Stress 
Management at Hyderabad.
Dr. D.B.V. Ramana, Principal Scientist, received Fellow of 
National Animal Production 
Management (FNAPM) 
award from Indian Society 
of Animal Production and 
Management during National 
Symposium and XXII Annual 
Convention held at Aizwal, 
CAU during 28-30 January, 
2015. 
Dr. K. Nagasree, Senior Scientist (Agril. Extension) was conferred 
with  Indian Society of Extension Education (ISEE) Young Scientist 
Award -2014  in recognition 
of outstanding work done in 
the fi eld of extension research 
and grassroot extension 
services in the ISEE National 
Seminar-2014 held at RVSKVV, 
Gwalior (M.P) during February 
26-28, 2015.
Dr. K. Nagasree, received the “Outstanding Woman Scientist” 
award in the fi eld of 
Agricultural Extension by 
GKV Society, Agra during 
“National Conference on 
Reinvigorating Agricultural 
Innovations for Farmers’ 
Empowerment and 
Development” (RAINFED- 
2015) conducted from 3-4 
May, 2015 at PJTSAU, Hyderabad.
ICAR-CRIDA received 
“Rajarshi Tandon 
Rajyabhasha Award” 
on 15th May, 2015 at VC-
Directors Conference held at 
NASC, New Delhi.
Personnel Information
Name Designation Date of 
superannuation 
 Shri P. Prakash Babu AO 31.01.2015
Shri Chatra Bahadur SSS 31.01.2015
Shri S. Veeraiah SSS 31.01.2015
Shri K. Sudhakar AAO 31.03.2015
Shri Ch. Sree Ramalingeswara Rao, Assistant 30.04.2015
Shri K.V.G.K. Murthy CTO 30.06.2015
Shri  Bucchaiah UDC 30.06.2015
Name and designation From To
Shri Z.H. Khilji, SF & AO ICAR-CRIDA ICAR-NBSS & LUP, Nagpur
Shri Ashish Roy, CAO ICAR-CRIDA CIFE, Mumbai
Our best wishes to them
Obituary
Mr. K. Shobhan Babu, SSS passed away on May 10, 2015.  All the 
CRIDA staff deeply mourn and express their condolences to the 
bereaved family.
Our best wishes to them for happy and peaceful retired life 
Superannuation Transfers
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CRIDA participated in ICAR Inter Zonal Sports Tournament 
2015 at  CIFT, Cochin during 25-29 May, 2015 and won 
three prizes. CRIDA bagged silver medal in table tennis 
(Mr. K Surender  Rao and 
team) and womens badminton
(Ms. Pusphpanjali) and 
bronze medal  in 500 meters 
Cycle race (Mr. Ch. Mukund). 
Cultural and Welfare Activities
Smt. D.G.M. Saroja, Technical Assistant bagged the Silver Medal 
in Womens’ Chess in the ICAR Inter Zonal Sports Tournament, 
2014 held at NDRI, Karnal during 11-14 March, 2015.
Achievements in CRIDA Sports Meet
Republic Day
CRIDA celebrated the 66th Republic Day of India on January 26, 
2015 with enthusiasm and gaiety. Director hoisted the National 
Flag and addressed the gathering. On this occasion, the CRIDA 
staff members who completed 25 years of service were honored 
with certifi cates by the Director. He motivated the staff with his 
message to work with dedication and boost institute’s growth and 
contribution to ICAR mandate.
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan was implemented at CRIDA campus on 27th 
January, 2015; Hayathnagar Research Farm on 26th January, 2015; 
Gunegal Research Farm on 28th March, 2015 and in CRIDA-KVK 
village, Gaddamallaiahguda on 21st April, 2015. 
              CRIDA Campus HRF                                               
              GRF KVK Village                        
